"Fascinating to read, enormously thorough, detailed, and authoritative in a huge range of topics. Steiner has taken a complicated subject and, in several case studies that span two centuries, carefully arrives at conclusions that can be a guide to current and future action and understanding." -I. William Zartman, coeditor of Peacemaking in International Conflict: Methods and Techniques "A fine study, which fills an important gap in the literature of the past decade on preventive diplomacy and related problems." -Alexander L. George While simple livers struggle with self-change, they work toward the broader goals of a sustainable global environment, sustainable communities, increased equality in access to resources, and economies aimed at human quality of life rather than profit. Author Mary Grigsby looks inside the movement at the daily lives of participants and includes their own accounts of their efforts. She also uses reflexive empirical analysis to explore race, class, and gender in relation to the movement. The influence of the dominant culture and institutionalized power in shaping the movement are balanced with the importance of participants' dynamic identity work.
"I was drawn in almost immediately. This is a well-written conversation between the author's perceptions and experiences of the movement and academic literature, particularly on consumerism; social movements; cultural theory; and race, class, and gender. 
